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Over the last decade, teaching assistants (TAs) have
become an established part of everyday classroom life.
TAs are often used by schools to help low-attaining pupils
and those with special educational needs. Yet despite the
huge rise in the number of TAs working in UK classrooms,
very little is known about their impact on pupils.

This key and timely text examines the impact of TAs on
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T H E | M PACT from the ground-breaking and seminal Deployment and

Impact of Support Staff (DISS) project. This was the

0 F T EAC H | N G largest, most in-depth study ever to be carried out in this
ASS l STAN TS field. It critically examined the effect of TA support on the

academic progress of 8,200 pupils, made extensive
observations of nearly 700 pupils and over 100 TAs, and
PETER BLATCHFORD collected data from over 17,800 questionnaire responses
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How research challenges practice and policy

5{ This book reveals the extent to which the pupils in most

- need are let down by current classroom practice. The
November 2011 | 176 pages authors present a robust challenge to the current
Paperback: 978-0-415-68764-5: £21-99-£18 widespread practices concerning TA preparation,
Hardback: 978-0-415-68763-8: £/5-00 £60 deployment and practice, structured around a
conceptually and empirically strong explanatory
framework. The authors go on to show how schools need
Content to change if they are to realise the potential of TAs.
é‘h'g:;i?:r?;'t?:fdf?fs'r:rf’;f;grEﬁi d?i)t.ions of With serious implications not just for classroom practice,
employment 4. Preparedness 5. The but also whole-school, local authority and government
deployment of TAm schools 6. The 'practice’ o policy, this will be an indispensable text for primary,
TAs 7. Conclusions secondary and special schools, senior management
teams, those involved in teacher training and
professional development, policy-makers and academics.
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